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Council Separates Snapper Grouper Amendment 8 into
Two Amendments;

Limited Entry Portion Approved
After hours of deliberation and consideration

of public comment received on Snapper Grouper
Amendment 8, the South Atlantic Council divided
proposed snapper grouper management into two
separate amendments, and approved the limited entry
portion as Amendment 8 at the February meeting in
St. Augustine, Florida.

Recognizing that attrition would eventually
lead to the reduction in numbers of permitted vessels
in the fishery, the council created a two-tiered system
which would allow anyone with landings in the years
1993, 1994, 1995 or 1996 (as of 8/20/96) to qualify
for a snapper grouper permit, provided they also held
a permit between 2/11/96-2/11/97.

Vessels landing at least 1,000 pounds of
species in the snapper grouper management unit in
any of these years would receive a transferable per-
mit. All other vessels would receive a non-transfer-
able permit and would be limited to a 225 pound trip
limit.

"We did this to put a cap on effort in the

fishery and to address concerns heard during public
hearing from people with low harvest levels, who
account for only 2 percent of the overall effort in the
fishery," said council chairman, Ben Hartig.

Amendment 8 is scheduled to be sent to the
Secretary of Commerce for review in April, and
regulations are expected to be in place early 1998.

Catch reductions are necessary for several
species in the management unit, according to current
stock assessments which show that these species are
overfished or near the overfished state. Mr. Hartig said
the council is proposing to reduce fishing mortality in
the snapper grouper fishery with additional measures,
currently under development in Amendment 9.

Many of the management measures dealing
with biological concerns proposed in Amendment 8
have been modified and included in Amendment 9.

The council will take Amendment 9 out to
public hearing in May, 1997. The amendment is
scheduled to be approved in June.
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